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Supplemental Figure 2 a).  Treatment pathways and sampling of the study cohort.  Following rigorous quality control, 120 patients were included in the final cohort. Patients underwent either neoadjuvant chemotherapy followed by surgical resection or resection without any chemotherapy. Chemotherapy-treated samples were taken at surgery after neoadjuvant treatment was completed. Chemotherapy-naive samples were taken at initial endoscopy at diagnosis in patients who later went on to receive neoadjuvant treatment, or either at initial diagnosis or at resection in patients who went straight to resection without having any chemotherapy. Only one sample was included per patient. NAC= neoadjuvant chemotherapy. b). Sample selection. Breakdown of the pipeline showing samples selected for the final analysis of treatment naive and chemotherapy treated samples.
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* Other treatment pathways included patients who received endoscopictreatment, adjuvant chemotherapy, radio- or
chemo-radiotherapy, palliative systemic treatment or best supportive care.




