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Although the Archaea are prokaryotes, like 
eukaryotes they have transcription signals, transcrip- 
tion factors, chaperones, and histones. They have 
evolved strategies for survival in extreme environ- 
ments such as high temperature, high salt, and strictly 
anaerobic conditions. These unique adaptations have 
stimulated interest in the fields such as genetic 
variability, genome evolution, and PCR technology, 
and aspects of biotechnology such as methanogenesis 
and anaerobic bioremediation. 

Investigators, especially newcomers, who 
wish to study the Archaea have lacked a comprehen- 
sive source for the specialized techniques required. 
The protocols in these three books are selected to 
provide a detailed guide to experiments with the 
methanogenic, extremely halophilic, and thermophil- 
ic sulfur-utilizing Archaea, with overviews to high- 
light areas of future development. These volumes are 
concise, complete resources for scientists already 
engaged or interested in research on the Archaea. 
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search. The aim is to encourage research, both to gain fun- 
damental knowledge and exploit the biotechnological pos- 
sibilities. 

The protocols range from two-page affairs that outline how 
to purify a specific enzyme, to long, extremely detailed 
general accounts of topics such as RNA transcript analysis 
and total lipid screening procedures. These are all well- 
written, logically laid out and easy to follow. 

For any archaeal halophilologist, this manual is a must." 
--Society for General Microbiology Quarterly 
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